Screening for genital chlamydial infection in symptomatic women.
During a two year period, the prevalence of genital chlamydial infection was assessed by Papanicolaou and Giemsa cytology of endocervical specimens from 396 women attending a gynaecology outpatient department in a Delhi hospital, with symptoms of lower genital tract infection and primary or secondary infertility. The results of cytological examination were confirmed by isolation in a cell culture system. Prevalence was found to be 41 per cent (93 of 227) in patients presenting with vaginal discharge and 36 per cent (61 of 169) in infertility women. Genital chlamydial infection is prevalent in gynaecological patients in this region.